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on the same level with the scholar or administrator. It is
one of the tragedies of history that the Westernization of
China should have meant the progressive militarization of
a culture which, for nearly three thousand years, has
consistently preached the pacifist ideal. Conscription was
imposed on large numbers of Chinese in 1936, and the
soldier is now held up for admiration. Comic, but
Significant, is the following quotation from the New York
Times of June lyth, 1937: *Sin Wan Pao, Shanghai's
leading Chinese language newspaper, advised Adolf Hitler
and Benito Mussolini to-day to follow the examples of
General Yang Sen . . . war lord and commander of the
Twentieth Army in Szechwan Province. The general has
twenty-seven wives. "Only 40 years old, General Yang
has a child for every year of his fife," the newspaper said.
"General Yang has established complete military training
for his offspring. It begins when a young Yang reaches
the age of 7, with strict treatment by the time the child
is 14. The family has an exclusive military camp. When
visitors come, the Yang children hold a military reception
and march past the guests in strict review order/' * One
laughs; but the unfortunate truth is that General Yang
and the forty little Yangs in their strict review order are
grotesquely symptomatic of the new, worse, Western spirit
of a China that has turned its back on the wisdom of
Confucius and Lao Tsu and gone whoring after European
militarism. Japanese aggression is bound to intensify this
new militaristic spirit in China. Within a couple of genera-
tions from now, it is quite possible that China will be ah
aggressive imperialist power.
Indian pacifism finds its completes! expression in the
teaching of Buddha. Buddhism, like Hinduism, teaches
ahimsa, or harmlessness towards all living beings. It for-
bids even laymen to have anything to do with the
manufacture and sale of arms, with the making of poisons
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